
SILVER STAR 
INSTRUCTIONAL GUIDE 

SECTION 1 
EO M309.01 – EXPLAIN THE PRINCIPLES OF INSTRUCTION 

 

IMPORTANCE 

It is important for the cadets to explain the principles of instruction and how they are applied when 

planning and instructing a lesson to make training enjoyable and successful and to help the instructor 

make informed decisions while in front of a class. The ability to keep a class interested, motivated and 

eager to learn are invaluable skills that will provide a positive learning experience for the cadets. 

THE PRINCIPLES OF INSTRUCTION 

In order to create an environment that promotes participation and learning, an instructor follows a set of 

guidelines or principles to plan and instruct a lesson. The following are the fundamental guidelines known 

as the principles of instruction: 

 Interest. Cadets are more receptive to learning when they are curious and have an emotional 

connection to a topic. The instructor must arouse, create and maintain the interest of the cadets. 

Without interest, the cadets will be less inclined to listen and will not learn. 

 Comprehension. Comprehension or understanding relates to the cadet’s ability to understand the 

material taught. The cadets’ readiness to learn new material is influenced by what has previously 

been taught; new content should not exceed the knowledge level of the cadets. If the cadets do 

not understand, they are unable to learn. 

 Emphasis. During a period of instruction, there will be some information that may be of particular 

importance. The instructor can emphasize this important information through the use of voice 

control, training aids and in-class activities. 

 Participation. Cadets are more likely to retain information if they are both mentally and physically 

involved in learning. The instructor should conduct activities that contain action, activity and 

excitement. Cadets learn by doing. 

 Accomplishment. The lesson must impart a sense of accomplishment to each cadet. The cadets 

should leave the class with the satisfaction that they were able to accomplish something in the 

lesson. 

 Confirmation. Confirmation is an essential part of learning and instructing. It gives both the 

instructor and the cadet the opportunity to see how well the information is understood. 

The acronym ICEPAC is useful for remembering the principles of instruction. 


